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drew Ms inspiration for some of his masterly strokes of
genius.

Scipio was awkwardly placed. The path to Genoa, by
which he had personally come to Placentia, was in the hands
of Hannibal's allies; Hannibal, astride the direct road from
Ariminum, could stop Sempronius from joining him other
than by a circuit. He was isolated. Moreover, he was
troubled by a defection among the auxiliary Gauls in his
own camp, of whom two thousand foot and two hundred
horse deserted one night, after tumultuously killing a number
of the Eoman men on guard. This, Scipio feared, was the
signal of a more general outbreak, and he wished to keep his
hold on the Ananes, near by, which was nearly the only tribe
of the vicinity which had remained faithful to Rome. This
he thought he could do by camping in their midst. Only
through the aid of his allies could he hope to regain and hold
the pass of Stradella.

Scipio was an active soldier, whom even wounds could not
quell. He determined to try on Hannibal a diversion which
might make him quit his prey. He left in Placentia a suit-
able garrison, and moved out of his camp near the place with
the bulk of his force, straight west and across the Trebia;
whence, moving south, he took up and fortified a stationary
camp on the left bank, in a position somewhat on a line with
Hannibal's camp on the Nura. On the march he was inter-
rupted by an attack of the Numidians, who were always on
the alert; but his rear-guard alone suffered any loss, for these
cavalrymen turned aside to pillage his abandoned camp near
Placentia, and afforded him time to get the bulk of his forces
across the Trebia. They were sometimes unreliable.

Scipio did not go far enough in his manoeuvre. While to
all appearances he had placed Hannibal where he must retire,noeuvre he severed the communications
